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PREFACE 


Nearly  one-half  century  before  the  arrival  of  William  Penn,  blacks  had 
been  brought  to  labor  on  the  land  which  was  later  to  become  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania.  Now,  over  three  centuries  later,  we  seek  to  record 
as  accurately  as  possible  the  history  of  black  people  in  this  Commonwealth 
since  that  time.  Many  libraries  and  archival  institutions  have  not  always  in- 
cluded or  properly  dealt  with  black  historical  and  cultural  materials. 
Therefore,  it  is  encouraging  to  see  a publication  such  as  this. 

Although  but  a preliminary  effort,  the  Guide  is  a model  finding  aid  be- 
cause it  fulfills  both  research  and  historiographical  needs.  It  provides 
ready  reference  for  primary  sources  located  in  the  Pennsylvania  State  Ar- 
chives, and  at  the  same  time  suggests  an  overview  of  the  course  of  the  black 
historical  experience  in  Pennsylvania.  The  diversity  of  the  materials  cited 
points  to  the  need  for  research  in  many  virtually  untouched  subjects  in 
Pennsylvania  Afro-American  history.  These  areas  include  black  Pennsyl- 
vanians in  military  service,  black  labor,  black  community  life  and  religious 
activities,  and  pioneering  black  cultural  figures  and  social  workers.  It  is 
also  noteworthy  that  some  sources  on  black  communities  of  the  Common- 
wealth’s less  populated  counties,  such  as  York,  Washington  and  Cambria, 
are  presented.  Many  people,  doubtless  not  familiar  with  such  works  as 
Richard  R.  Wright,  Jr.’s  The  Negro  in  Pennsylvania  (1912),  do  not  know 
of  such  old  and  enduring  black  communities  in  the  State.  This  expert  ef- 
fort by  David  McBride  should  not  only  enliven  their  interest  but  will  also 
point  the  right  direction  for  future  projects  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical 
and  Museum  Commission  and  other  public  historical  and  cultural  agen- 
cies. 


Charles  L.  Blockson 
Black  History  Advisory  Committee 
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INTRODUCTION 


About  The  Pennsylvania  State  Archives 


The  origins  of  the  Pennsylvania  State  Archives  date  back  to  1903 
when  it  was  established  as  an  administrative  unit  of  the  State 
Library.  In  1945  the  State  Archives  was  combined  with  the  State 
Museum  and  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Commission  to  form  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Historical  and  Museum  Commission.  Known  officially  as  the  Divi- 
sion of  Archives  and  Manuscripts,  the  State  Archives  gives  particular  at- 
tention to  acquiring,  preserving  and  making  available  for  study  the  perma- 
nently valuable  public  records  of  the  Commonwealth,  especially  the  rec- 
ords of  State  government.  It  also  receives  and  preserves  private  papers 
which  are  pertinent  to  Pennsylvania  history. 

The  State  Archives  is  open  Monday  through  Friday,  8:30  to  5,  except  on 
State  legal  holidays.  Its  holdings,  consisting  of  some  twenty-eight  thousand 
cubic  feet  of  research  materials,  may  be  used  by  all  researchers  who 
register  at  the  search  room  and  who  adhere  to  the  stated  regulations 
pertaining  to  the  use  of  the  records.  Photocopying  services  (xerographic 
and  photostatic  copies,  photographic  prints,  and  microfilm)  are  available 
to  facilitate  the  work  of  the  researcher.  Records  under  donor-imposed  re- 
strictions are  available  only  with  the  expressed  approval  of  the  donor. 
Written  inquiries  can  be  mailed  to  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  and 
Museum  Commision,  Division  of  Archives  and  Manuscripts,  Box  1026, 
Harrisburg  17120. 


Getting  There 

The  State  Archives  is  located  on  the  900  block  of  North  Third  Street, 
between  North  and  Forster  streets,  Harrisburg.  It  is  part  of  the  William 
Penn  Memorial  Museum  and  Archives  complex  and  the  larger  Capitol 
complex.  Harrisburg  is,  of  course,  centrally  located  for  trains,  buses  and 
highways.  The  State  Archives  is  within  walking  distance  (about  twenty 
minutes)  of  railroad  and  bus  stations. 


Pi 'R FOSE  OI  THE  GL  IDE 


Ehe  aim  of  this  Guide  is  to  give  a brief  appraisal  of  the  holdings  in  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Archives  that  pertain  to  the  history  of  Afro-Americans 
m the  Commonwealth.  The  Guide  is  termed  '‘critical"  in  the  sense  that  the 
author  has  been  selective  in  choosing  the  sources  to  be  highlighted,  as  well 
as  interpretive  in  placing  them  in  historical  context.  The  tremendous  size 
and  range  of  the  complete  holdings  of  the  State  Archives  precludes,  at  this 
time,  an  item-by-item  detailing  of  all  documents  which  are  relevant  to  the 
Afro  American  experience.  Indeed,  it  will  take  the  future  research  of 
main  historians  and  other  informed  citizens  who  are  specialists  in  the  var- 
ious fields  of  Afro-American  history  to  discover  the  range  and  meaning  of 
all  such  materials.  Yet  it  is  important  that  the  public  have  a finding  aid 
which  indicates,  if  hut  in  a preliminary  fashion,  State  Archives  materials 
on  the  historic  al  conditions  and  contributions  of  blacks  in  Pennsylvania 
contributions  that  blacks  have  made  as  common  workers  as  well  as  "per- 
sons of  mark 


MF.  I HOD 

I he  design  of  this  compilation  follows  basically  three  steps.  First,  the 
Guide  is  divided  into  seven  major  periods  in  the  history  of  Pennsylvania 
blacks.  Each  section  includes  a preparatory  statement  about  the  period 
and  the  types  of  useful  materials  which  the  State  Archives  holds. 

Second,  groups  are  then  listed,  usually  with  an  explanatory  comment 
about  the  particular  individual  or  agency  that  the  group  centers  on.  Ma- 
terials accessioned  by  the  State  Archives  are  placed  in  Manuscript  Groups 
(MG's)  or  Record  Groups  (RG’s)  Manuscript  groups  are  generally  reserved 
for  personal  papers  or  collections,  private  or  corporate  business  records, 
and  all  other  non  governmental  materials.  Some  governmental  records, 
having  been  received  or  recovered  from  private  hands,  are  also  located  in 
manuscript  groups.  Record  groups  hold  the  official  archives  of  the  Prov- 
ince and  of  the  Gommonwealth,  records  created  or  received  by  the  legisla- 
tive, judic  ial  and  executive  branches  in  conducting  the  official  business  of 
Pennsylvania . 

Easily,  the  specific  items  are  cited,  or  in  the  case  of  large  collections, 
sample  items  are  given  within  the  particular  manuscript  or  record  group 
that  pertain  to  Afro  Americans  In  addition  to  samples  from  the  photo- 
graph collections,  photographs  of  early  ledgers,  tax  books,  etc.  have  been 
included  to  give  lav  people  a better  idea  of  the  nature  of  these  documents. 
It  is  hoped  that  this  approach  will  enable  the  lay  public  to  get  a broader 
perspective  on  the  meaning  of  the  particular  source,  as  well  as  make  the 
source  easier  ter  locate. 
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Related  PHMC  Finding  Aids 


The  Commission  has  published  a number  of  historical  studies  and 
archival  guides.  One  was  particularly  useful  for  my  research  — the  Guide  to 
the  Manuscript  Groups  in  the  Pennsylvania  State  Archives  (1976),  com- 
piled and  edited  by  Harry  E.  Whipkey,  State  Archivist  and  Director  of  the 
Bureau  of  Archives  and  History.  From  this  guide  the  researcher  can  get  a 
general  overview  of  all  of  the  manuscript,  business  and  photograph  collec- 
tions in  the  State  Archives.  The  Guide  to  the  Microfilm  of  the  Baynton, 
Wharton,  and  Morgan  Papers  (1967)  is  useful  in  researching  this  collec- 
tion. As  indicated  in  Chapter  I,  this  researcher  found  a number  of  items  in 
these  papers  relating  to  the  business  of  slavery  and  the  context  of  black  life 
in  the  colonial  period. 
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I.  SLAVERY:  THE  COLONIAL  AND  EARLY 
National  Period 

Recent  historical  scholarship  has  begun  to  shed  light  on  the  relationship 
between  the  institution  of  slavery  and  early  Pennsylvania.  Through  the 
colonial  period  and  the  early  decade  of  the  nineteenth  century,  slavehold- 
ing in  Pennsylvania  was  more  permeative  than  earlier  historiography  as- 
sumed. Many  of  early  Pennsylvania’s  most  prominent  merchants  and  polit- 
ical figures  were  slaveowners.  In  Philadelphia  there  were  even  many  whites 
who  were  not  among  the  Provincial  aristocracy  who  owned  slaves.  These 
masters  included  tradesmen,  innkeepers  and  shippers.  Outside  of  the  cities 
small  landowners  and  entrepreneurs  held  black  slaves  as  taxable  property 
along  with  their  cows  and  horses. 

The  involvement  of  colonial  Pennsylvania  with  slavery  also  becomes  evi- 
dent when  it  is  viewed  within  the  broader  context  of  the  New  World  polit- 
ical economy.  The  business  activities  of  Pennsylvania’s  aristocratic  stratum 
were  strongly  wedded  to  the  economy  of  the  West  Indies.  As  Professor  Pit- 
man, an  English  scholar,  concludes:  “It  was  the  wealth  accumulated  from 
West  Indian  trade  which  more  than  anything  else  underlay  the  prosperity 
and  civilization  of  New  England  and  the  Middle  Colonies.”  Many  of  the 
large  merchants  in  early  Pennsylvania  were  involved  in  importing  rum  and 
sugar  from  the  West  Indies  as  well  as  produce  from  the  deep  South 
colonies.  In  return  they  purveyed  supplies  to  planters  that  were  vital  for 
maintenance  of  their  plantations.  On  occasion  these  merchants  purchased 
slaves  to  resell  in  other  colonies.  Thus,  the  student  of  black  history  can  find 
of  interest  sources  disclosing  such  commerce  in  the  “triangular  trade”  that 
revolved  around  slavery. 

Historical  materials  in  the  holdings  of  the  State  Archives  that  pertain  to 
slavery  and  the  slave  trade  are  to  be  found  primarily  in  ten  manuscript 
groups  and  four  record  groups.  Complimenting  MG  and  RG  materials  are 
microfilmed  county  records  and  federal  census  returns. 

A.  MANUSCRIPT  GROUPS 

1.  Sequestered  Baynton,  Wharton,  and  Morgan  Papers,  1725-1827 
(MG19).  Peter  Baynton,  a Philadelphia  merchant,  imported  slaves  on  sev- 
eral occasions  in  the  1720’s  and  1730’s.  Baynton’s  son,  John  Baynton,  be- 
came a business  partner  in  the  firm  Baynton,  Wharton  and  Morgan.  This 
firm  was  a most  profitable  mercantile  operation. 

Peter  Baynton,  Letterbook,  1729.  Includes,  for  example,  the  follow- 
ing items  which  refer  to  the  death  of  slaves  during  shipping,  health  of 
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slaves  and  slave  transactions:  Correspondence  with  James  Young,  June 
28,  and  Jul\  1 1.  1729.  William  Morris.  Julv  14,  1929  and  August  26, 
1729:  Sam  Richards.  August  26,  1729. 

Correspondence  of  Baynton,  Wharton,  and  Morgan,  1763-1783 
Within  this  series  there  are  many  letters  pertaining  to  commercial  activi- 
ties with  merchants  in  such  locales  as  South  Carolina,  Alabama.  Ja- 
maica, Martinico  and  Lisbon  For  instance,  there  are  items  from 
Thomas  Brignall  of  Port  Royal  and  St  Peters.  Martinico,  from  1761 
through  1 762  which  describe  slavery  in  the  West  Indies.  Letters  also  con- 
cern plans  for  Bavnton,  Wharton  and  Morgan  to  establish  a trading 
house  on  the  island  to  profit  from  the  wealthy  planter  class  there.  See 
1 liomas  Brignall  to  Bavnton.  Wharton,  and  Morgan  (firm),  January  22, 
1762.  February  16.  1762;  March  7.  1762;  April  13,  1762;  and  May  25, 
1762.  Purchases  of  rum.  molasses  and  sugar  are  recorded  in  Ph.  Ph. 
Livingston  per  Henry  Livingston.  Kingston,  Jamaica,  1763. 

General  File,  Correspondences,  1739  1799  Located  here  are  items  on 
wide  ranging  business  activities.  One  item  of  particular  import  is 
Imports  and  Fxports  of  Merchandise  the  Produce  of  South  Carolina, 
1760-1766  Ibis  is  an  enumeration  of  the  slaves  transacted  by  the 
Bavnton.  Wharton  and  Morgan  firm  for  these  six  years. 

Business  A i < mints,  1 796  1776 

It  counts  Supplement . Journal  A 1 762  1 765  Fntry  for  black  slave 
hired  out  to  sea  ( See  photograph,  page  3.) 

/ e tiger,  December  9,  1 767  October  29,  1768.  Contains  entries  on  sale 
of  blacks.  Kaskaskia.  Illinois;  and  a list  of  “negroe  bonds, ' December  9, 

1 767  Mav  6,  1 768. 

Account  with  the  Plantation  (Kaskaskia  and  Ft.  Charters),  1768- 
/ 770  Blac  k men  and  a boy  are  entries. 

Seqn>  stared  John  Mitchell  Papers,  1758  1781  (MG92).  Mitchell  was  a 
uling  mere  bant  in  Philadelphia. 

better ■ Correspondence  of  I'homas  Hovender,  1 774,  relating  to  the 
sale  of  his  hi  a c k s . 

Receipts  and  Vouchers,  1736-1770.  Entries  on  black  slaves  and 
workers. 

Accounts  Ledgers.  1770  1772  T he  firm  of  Willing  and  Morris  is  one 
entrv.  T his  was  one  of  Pennsylvania’s  most  persistent  participants  in  the 
commerce  of  slaves  (see  next  entry). 
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A page  from  Baynton  and  Wharton  Accounts  Supplement,  Journal 
A,  1762-65,  B.M.W.  Papers  (MG19),  Pennsylvania  State  Archives  (PSA). 
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■>  Willing  Morns  Swanuick  Company  Records,  I 77-1  1800  ( MG1 34). 

Mercantile  and  Financial  Correspondence,  1774-1800  While  slaves 
are  not  mentioned,  sixty  three  letters  touch  on  the  firm's  transactions 
with  trading  houses  in  England.  Holland,  Portugal  and  coastal  cities  of 
the  l tuted  States  Commodities  traded  included  tobacco,  Barbadoes 
rum,  molasses,  tea  and  articles  of  grocery . 

1 ,\h  lllistcr  Family  Capers.  177*  16*0  (MG81).  This  was  a prominent 

family  from  the  Rcvolutonarv  Period  through  the  mid  nineteenth  century 
m t lie  c ount ies  of  York . Lancaster  and  Dauphin . It  was  apparently  one  of 
the  largei  slavcholding  families  in  central  Pennsylvania.  I his  collection  in 
(hides,  foi  instance,  an  Fntry  ledger,  1790-1798  of  Captain  Archibald 
Mi  Allister,  and  also  a Cash  Hindi.  1764  1796  I hese  items  reveal  the  use  of 
blue  k workers  and  their  store  pure  bases. 

f>  Pennsylvania  Collection  t Miscellaneous) . 1626  1970(  MG8). 

Robert  Proud  "Manuscript  Xotcbook.  ca  1775-1800.  Proud 
authored  I'hc  History  of  Pennsylvania  (1797  1798).  This  notebook 
contains  his  view  on  slavery,  which  he  termed  "Iniquitous  Property.  Al- 
so Proud  gives  some  data  on  blac  k and  .Native  American  mortality  from 
1 9f>9  to  1 79b. 

Will  of  . ! ndreic  Hamilton.  Philadelphia.  1 741  Phis  will  is  evidence  of 
the  div iding  of  a slave  family  bv  this  slaveholder. 

Robert  Iredell.  Return  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Horsham,  Bucks 
County.  17*6  (incomplete).  One  slave  recorded,  ownership  of  others 
suggested. 

i)  Haldcman  Wright  Family  Collection.  1789  1899  ( Y1G64).  Includes  a 
icitifuate  of  holding  dated  1809  for  "Negro  Esther.  .duly  Registered  at 
1 Ian  ashing  in  the  Offic  e of  the  Clerk  of  the  County  General  Quarter,  Oc- 
tobei  7,  1809,"  Phis  black  girl  had  been  sold  bv  an  Esther  Bribes  of  Lower 
Paxton  I ownship. 

( rnuall  Furnace  Collection.  1768-1940  (MG203).  Materials  in  this 
c ollei  tion.  1 768  1 797.  from  a number  of  firms,  include  references  to  black 
slaves  a nd  workers; 

Cob  Crook  (Lebanon  County)  Account  Book,  1768 

IL'p,  u i l!  I- urge  t Berks  County)  Cash  Book,  1790-1791 . 

Book  of  Pallus  Steuart,  1791 
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Union  Forge  Account  Book,  January  7 , 1795  to June  18,  1795. 

Throughout  these  volumes  are  the  notes  (ca.  1940)  on  blacks  and 
white  ethnic  workers  by  the  late  historian  Herbert  S.  Beck. 

8.  General  Microfilm  Collection  (MG262). 

Newspaper  Collection.  The  State  Archives  has  a large  microfilmed 
newspaper  collection  for  the  colonial  and  early  national  period.  The 
runs  for  southern  counties  of  the  Commonwealth  for  this  period  are 
filled  with  advertisements  pertaining  to  runaways  from  the  South,  as 
well  as  reportage  pertaining  to  the  slavery  controversy. 

Also  within  a short  walking  distance  of  the  State  Archives  is  the  State 
Library.  The  Library  has  the  most  extensive  Pennsylvania  newspaper 
collection  in  the  Commonwealth. 

9.  County  Records.  County  records  are  most  useful  for  researching  Penn- 
sylvania slavery.  They  are  also  invaluable  for  genealogical  searches.  The 
State  Archives  holds  two  manuscript  groups  relating  to  early  county  rec- 
ords: 


a.  JohnR.  Miller  Collection,  1768-1914  (MG90).  A large  collection  (9 
cu.  ft.)  of  Cumberland  County  Records.  Here  is  a sample  of  the 
materials  which  pertain  to  such  things  as  slaveholdings,  the  administer- 
ing of  family  slaves,  and  slave  “crimes": 

Cumberland  County  Wills  Abstracts:  Book  A & Index,  1750-1878 
(Photostats). 

Tax  Returns,  1777-1872,  1783-1799,  1802,  1819,  1830-1843. 

Treasurer’s  Accounts.  Court  Proceedings — Costs  and  Fees,  1780- 
1803. 

Treasurer's  Accounts,  1782-1789. 

Return  of  Negro  Slaves  for  the  Purpose  of  Registration,  1780  (22 
Pieces). 

b.  County  Records  Collection,  1767-1918  (MG4).  Records  of 
nineteen  counties,  including  township  and  municipal  offices.  These  ma- 
terials are  miscellaneous  in  character.  Samples  of  materials  that  bear 
upon  black  slaves  and  free  blacks  through  the  early  nineteenth  century 
are  as  follows: 

Berks  County  Court  Dockets,  1806-1828. 

Mifflin  County  Property  Tax,  Assessment  Duplicate,  1800. 

Philadelphia  County  Indenture  Book,  c.  1795. 


Slavery  I lie  Colonial  and  Early  National  Period 

B MICROEII.MEI)  COI  N I Y RECORDS 

I hc  Genealogical  Society  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-Day 
Saints  has  in  recent  decades  undertaken  an  extensive  microfilming  project 
across  the  country  As  part  of  the  LDS  project,  a large  quantity  of  county 
records  of  Pennsylvania  were  min  rofilmed  The  State  Archives  has  dupli- 
c ates  of  microfilmed  materials  for  twenty  three  counties,  mainly  in  South- 
eastern Pennsylvania  and  for  the  [ire  1 8 A 0 period.  These  counties  are: 


Adams 

Cumberland 

Montgomery 

Allegheny 

Dauphin 

.Northampton 

Bedford 

Dela  wa  re 

Xorthu  mberla  nd 

Berks 

Erie 

Perry 

Bradford 

franklin 

Philadelphia 

But  ks 

Eulton 

Tioga 

Chester 

Lancaster 

York 

Cra  wford 

I .ehanon 

The  types  of  records  that  are  useful  in  determining  the  socio-economic 
and  legal  status  of  blacks  in  the  various  counties  are  wills,  tax  lists,  State 
septennial  census,  deed  books,  federal  census  and  vital  statistics  (births, 
marriages,  deaths)  The  microfilmed  county  records  of  the  Archives  entail 
t hese  types  of  materials. 

C RECORD  GROUPS 

1 Records  of  the  Proprietary  Government.  1682  1776  (RG21).  These 
materials  have  been  microfilmed  and  an  accompanying  guide  published 
by  the  PUMP  is  available.  The  following  documents  are  a few  of  the  rele- 
vant items  to  he  found  in  this  record  group: 

Com  mission  IP  lie  Formed  to  Try  Xe genes,  etc  . Lower  Counties 
•Delaware).  Ring  George  III  to  Government  <>/  the  Counties  of  New  Cas- 
tle Rent  and  Sussex,  Delaware.  February,  1761  This  proclamation 
called  for  a special  body  to  prosecute  and  punish  "Negroe  and  Mulatto 
Slaves 

Reeord  of  Conviction  of  Mulatto  Daniel  and  Negro  Harry  Bedilow, 
Gt  Br\an  and  fames  Biddle.  Philadelphia  (signers).  September  18, 
177  i I his  document  is  a court  statement  of  the  conviction  of  these  two 
slaves  for  burglars  The  slaves  were  to  be  transported  to  a place  of  exe- 
cution and  hanged  They  were  also  priced  and  the  masters  were  to  be 
compensated  bv  the  Province  for  the  loss. 

Record  of  the  Conviction  of  Negro  George,  James  Sykes,  Dover, 
Delaware.  September  22.  1773  Court  statement  of  conviction  for  mur- 
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der  by  a black  slave  which  also  mentions  the  Commission  to  try  black 
and  mulatto  slaves. 


2.  Records  of  Pennsylvania’s  Revolutionary  Governments,  1775  1790 
(RG27). 


Clemency  Files,  1777-1790  and  Forfeited  Estates  Files,  1777-1790. 
Many  references  to  black  inhabitants  for  several  counties.  Clemency  files 
are  arranged  alphabetically.  The  series  on  Forfeited  Estates  are  ordered 
by  estate  holder  and  county. 

3.  Records  of  the  Pennsylvania  Supreme  Court,  1 740-1965  (RG33). 

Habeus  Corpus  Case  Records  Relating  to  Negro  Slaves,  1786-1787 . 
Dozens  of  writs  and  responding  memorandums  concerning  detained 
black  men,  women  and  children.  Questions  of  slave  status  and  owner- 
ship are  addressed.  Cases  occurred  in  various  counties  including  Ches- 
ter, Lancaster,  Philadelphia  and  York. 

4.  Records  of  the  Pennsylvania  General  Assembly,  1 776-1974  (RG7). 

Septennial  Census  Returns,  1779-1863 . In  addition  to  its  federal  cen- 
sus holdings  (see  Section  I,  D,  Section  II,  C and  Section  IV,  C)  the  State 
Archives  has  a sizable  collection  of  the  State  septennial  census  returns 
(see  also  Section  II,  B).  These  censuses  were  initiated  every  seven  years  by 
an  act  of  the  Pennsylvania  General  Assembly  and  were  conducted  from 
1779  through  1863.  The  style  and  details  of  enumeration  varied  for  the 
different  counties  and  periods.  All  counties  have  lists  of  the  “taxable  in- 
habitants” and  “free  men”;  and  others  also  include  "inmates.”  Vital  infor- 
mation on  slaves  is  found  among  some  of  these  returns.  Slaves  are  usually 
listed  by  name  (usually  one  name  only),  sex  and  age.  Last  names  for  slaves 
were  usually  precluded  because  owners  often  changed.  The  common  prac- 
tice was  to  give  slaves  short  or  “off-the-cuff’  names.  However,  throughout 
some  of  these  returns  the  names  of  slave  owners  are  given.  Certain  counties 
have  summaries  of  slaves  and  their  respective  townships. 

Since  single  names  were  often  recorded  for  slaves,  this  information  alone 
may  seem  of  little  importance  to  someone  on  a genealogical  search.  Yet  if 
used  in  combination  with  other  genealogical  materials,  these  returns  could 
prove  to  be  valuable  familial  links. 

The  following  is  a list  of  the  counties  and  years  of  these  census  returns 
through  1800  which  are  held  in  the  State  Archives: 


Bedford,  1779,  1786,  1800 
Berks,  1779,  1786,  1793,  1800 
Bucks,  1786,  1800 
Chester,  1786,  1793,  1800 


Cumberland,  1793,  1800 


Dauphin,  1786,  1800 
Delaware,  1793,  1800 
Fayette,  1786,  1 800 


s 
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f ranklin,  178b,  1 800 
I luntingdon.  1 800 
1 am  asu-i  . 1770.  1 780.  1 708.  1 800 
I u/ci  nr.  1 800 
1 ,v(  oming,  1 800 
Montgomery.  1 780.  1708.  1800 
Not  thampton,  1 780,  1 800 


Northumberland,  1 800 
Philadelphia.  1793,1800 
Somerset.  1800 


Westmoreland.  1780,  1800 
York,  1780.  1793.  1800 


Washington,  1780,  1800 
Wayne,  1800 


1)  KKDKRAL  CKNNIS  RK  I I’RNS 

I'mted  Stales  Direct  lax  oj  179S  Tax  Lists  [nr  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 
Aside  from  the  1790  federal  census  for  Pennsylvania  (which  is  available 
and  indexed  in  book  form),  certain  ac  ts  of  1798  provided  for  the  valuation 
of  lands  and  dwelling  houses  and  the  enumeration  of  slaves.  On  twenty- 
four  rolls  of  microfilm.  717  volumes  of  tax  lists  and  related  abstracts  held 
in  the  National  Archives  are  reproduced.  I hese  records  cover  all  twenty- 
two  counties  comprising  the  Commonwealth  at  that  time.  The  tax  lists  give 
names  of  persons  owning  real  property  or  slaves  subject  to  the  direct  taxes 
levied  by  the  1798  act  Many  lists  also  give  the  value  of  the  properties, 
amounts  of  taxes  assessed,  and  some  show  the  amount  of  taxes  collected. 

1 he  slave  lists  include  t he  name  of  the  slave  owner,  the  number  of  slaves, 
and  the  general  age  categories  of  the  slaves  (such  as  above  twelve  or  under 
fifty  years  of  age).  I bis  microfilmed  material  is  one  of  the  rare  collections 
pertaining  to  the  first  direct  tax  program  of  the  federal  government.  I hus, 
it  is  most  useful  foi  new  efforts  at  reconstructing  the  economic  framework 
fm  Pennsylvania  slavery  at  that  juncture. 


II.  free  black  life 
in  the  Antebellum  Period: 
POLITICAL,  LEGAL 
AND  SOCIO-ECONOMIC  STATUS 

At  the  turn  of  the  nineteenth  century  large  numbers  of  Pennsylvania 
blacks  gradually  moved  from  slavery  into  a quasi-free  status.  It  has  been 
widely  established  that  slaves  and  free  blacks  provided  a substantial  por- 
tion of  skilled  and  unskilled  labor  in  early  Pennsylvania  industry.  Thus,  it 
was  black  labor  that  shaped  much  of  the  economic  advances  of  the  early 
Commonwealth.  During  this  period  race  relations  in  the  State  were  most 
strained.  Hostile  attitudes  among  whites  intensified  in  both  the  political 
and  socio-economic  spheres.  This  racial  phobia  was  based  on  apprehen- 
sion over  loss  of  social  control  of  blacks,  the  growing  size  of  the  black  urban 
and  skilled  population,  as  well  as  the  potential  of  additional  black  mi- 
grants from  outside  of  the  State.  The  intense  efforts  by  Pennsylvania  black 
and  white  abolitionists  to  aid  in  crushing  the  institution  of  slavery,  as  well 
as  the  growth  of  black  institutions,  also  were  irksome  to  those  whites  having 
anti-black  attitudes. 

The  State  Archives  has  manuscript  materials  of  many  prominent  ante- 
bellum Pennsylvanians.  A number  of  these  manuscript  groups  contain 
items  which  relate  to  the  political  and  economic  predicament  of  the  “late” 
slave  and  free  black  population. 

In  the  ironworks  industry  blacks  were  found  in  a wide  field  of  occupa- 
tions. Some  blacks  performed  the  most  skilled  labor  such  as  fillers,  colliers 
and  miners.  Others  were  employed  as  menial  workers  hired  only  on  a 
casual  basis.  The  State  Archives  has  extensive  business  record  holdings  on 
the  early  iron-manufacturing  firms.  Although  black  industrial  labor  was 
actively  sought  and  used  during  the  colonial  period,  the  Archives  holdings 
appear  more  plentiful  for  the  early  eighteen-hundreds.  Furthermore,  these 
materials  are  particularly  sizable  for  the  furnaces  and  forges  of  south- 
eastern counties  traversed  by  the  Susquehanna  Valley. 

Lastly,  county  records,  and  the  federal  and  State  census  returns,  are  use- 
ful social  historical  materials. 

A.  MANUSCRIPT  GROUPS 

1.  Reah  Frazer  Papers,  1739  (1821-1856)  -1879  (MG53).  Reah  Frazer  (b. 
1804,  d.  1865)  was  an  attorney  and  a leader  in  political  affairs  in  Lancaster 
County.  Both  his  grandfather  and  father  were  attorneys  of  high  standing 
as  well.  Among  the  many  legal  documents,  accounts  and  letters  of  the 
Frazers  are  recurrent  evidence  of  the  legal  limbo  confronting  fugitive  and 
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free  blacks  in  the  Lancaster  region.  Also,  records  of  legal  testimony  in 
these  papers  offer  insights  into  black  living  arrangements,  as  expressed  by 
blacks  themselves. 

Personal  Papers  of  William  Frazer  (b.1753,  d.  1817,  Reah’s  grand- 
father), William  Clark  Frazer  (b.  1777?,  d.  1838,  Reah’s  father)  and 
Reah  Frazer.  Featured  are  a number  of  accounts  and  legal  papers,  1775- 
1831 , relating  to  blacks. 

Professional  Papers  of  William,  Willaim  Clark  and  Reah  Frazer. 
William  was  a justice  of  the  peace  in  New  Castle  County,  Delaware.  Wil- 
liam Clark  was  an  attorney  in  Newcastle. 

Accounts,  1774-1818.  Among  these  materials,  which  include  notes, 
bills,  receipts  and  judgments,  are  two  items  concerning  blacks  dated 
1801  and  1814. 

Cases,  1760,  1803,  1804,  1827,  1829.  Includes  items  regarding  arrests 
of  blacks,  a runaway  slave  case  and  selling  of  children. 

Notes  of  Arbitration,  1821-1839.  Includes  detailed  descriptions  of 
both  civil  and  criminal  cases,  statements  of  witnesses,  references  to 
previous  cases,  settlements  and  verdicts.  The  majority  were  written  by 
Reah  Frazer.  There  are  also  documents  relating  to  the  specific  case 
filed  with  the  notes.  Items  concerning  blacks  appear  in  1828-1833  and 
1838-1839  groupings. 

Notices  To  Appear  in  Court,  1789,  1815.  Includes  black  entrants. 

The  Frazer  papers  also  encompass  legal  materials  of  approximately 
three  hundred  estates  from  1758  to  1854. 

2.  John  Strohrn  Papers,  1816-1874  (MG121).  The  successful  move  by 
white  Pennsylvanians  to  disfranchise  blacks  at  the  1837  1838  Constitution- 
al Convention  marked  one  of  the  low  points  in  race  relations  during  the 
century.  John  Strohrn  (b.  1793,  d.  1884)  was  a surveyor  and  teacher  in 
Lancaster  County.  He  served  in  the  Pennsylvania  House  of  Representatives 
from  1871  to  1883.  His  papers  contain  three  lengthy  memorials  on  the  sub- 
ject of  black  suffrage  under  debate  at  the  Convention. 

Memorial  to  the  Flonorable,  the  Delegates  of  the  People  of  Pennsylva- 
nia in  Convention  at  Philadelphia  Assembled,  January  6,  1838,  “ Signed 
in  behalf  of  the  people  of  color  in  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia 
[by]  Charles  W.  Gardner  [and]  Fredk.  A.  Hinton."  The  two  signers  of 
this  controversial  statement  were  black  abolitionists  in  Philadelphia. 
Both  Gardner  and  Hinton  had  been  involved  in  the  Negro  Convention 
Movement  and  other  black  self-help  activities  prior  to  the  appearance  of 
this  memorial. 

Memorial  to  the  Convention  to  withhold  from  Negroes  the  right  of 
Suffrage,  [Wm.  ] Meredith,  January  [?],  1838.  This  anti-black  suffrage 
statement  is  followed  by  ninety-five  signatures. 
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Memorial  to  the  Convention  on  the  subject  of  Negro  Suffrage,  Citi- 
zens of  Philadelphia , ' Wm  j Meredith,  January  [?],  1838.  Another 
statement  in  opposition  to  black  suffrage  which  includes  three  hundred 
eightv  tour  signatures. 

I he  John  Strohm  Papers  also  contain  a large  number  of  letters,  some  of 
which  touch  on  slavery  as  a national  politic al  question.  For  example: 

Letter  from  Stephen  Smith  to  John  Strohm  from  Columbia,  Pennsyl- 
vania, January  19,  1836,  denounces  the  "commerce  in  human  flesh.” 
Smith  was  a famous  black  abolitionist  and  merchant. 

Letter  from  Isaac  Stratum  to  John  Strohm  from  Fairfield,  Greene 
Countv.  Ohio,  October  19,  1839,  mentions  abolitionism . 

Letter  from  "Passmore"  (unidentified  friend)  to  John  Strohm,  [n. 
lot  | August  4,  1841,  includes  a poem  criticizing  slavery  and  territorial 
expansion. 

'3  Janu  s Buchanan  Collection,  181  5- 1863  ( MG28).  Includes  one  letter  on 
t olonization  of  blac  ks  dated  February  2,  1 837. 

L Business  Records  Collection,  1681-1963  (MG2).  This  collection  entails 
various  materials  of  Pennsylvania  businesses  spanning  three  centuries. 

1 here  is  a large  number  of  journals,  day  books,  time  books  and  cash  books 
fot  firms  that  operated  during  the  colonial  anti  early  national  period.  For 
instance,  the  Journals  <d  Berkshire  Furnace,  a furnace  established  in  1755 
and  located  in  Berks  County,  carry  entries  on  black  workers  for  the  years 
1 785  1 795. 

5 Pine  Crove  Furnace  Collection,  1785  191  ■)  (MG  175).  This  Cumberland 
County  furnat  e originated  in  1 764  and  ceased  operation  about  1895.  Some 
remains  are  still  standing.  I he  collection  comprises  general  corres- 
pondent e,  letter  press  books,  cash  books,  ledgers,  payroll  books,  journals 
and  other  materials  Also  within  this  collection  are  materials  from  the 
nearbv  Cumberland  Furnace.  This  ironworks  business  was  built  in  1794 
and  blew  out  in  1854.  (See  photograph , page  10.) 

I'he  following  is  a sample  list  of  volumes  which  have  entries  on  black 
male  and  female  workers  or  store  purchasers: 

P/ne  Crave  Furnace  Journal,  1 799  1801 

Pine  C.roie  1- urnace  Provision  Books,  1811  1815,  1816  1820. 

P/ne  Grove  Furnace  Time  Books,  1812-1821 , 1822-1837. 

P/ne  Cron  Furnace  I)a\  Books,  1 797  1831 
Cu  m her  land  Furnace  Journal,  1806-1811 
fi  Curtin  Iron  Works  Records,  1810  1941  (MG155).  Founded  in  1807, 
this  Centre  County  business  once  covered  over  six  thousand  acres,  includ- 
ing furnace,  forge  and  supporting  facilities.  This  firm  was  later  known  as 
the  Eagle  Ironworks. 

Entries  on  blacks  purchasing  goods  are  found  in  a ledger,  August  9, 
1830-July  14.  1831. 
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Tax  Assessment  Lists,  1804,  Antrim  Township,  Franklin  County, 
County  Records  Collections  (MG4),  PSA. 


tree  Black  Life 


7 ( unt\  l{  i i nr*l\  ('"//,  etion,  1 7ft7  191, s (See  Section  I,  A.  9). 

I samples: 

1 runklin  ( "imt\  Tux  l ists,  1*2  3 18-17 

Ihiufihtn  County  Commissioners  Records.  School  Children,  1837-18-11. 
I5i.ii  k < hildn-n  are  listed,  fin  instance,  for  Susquehanna,  Harrisburg  and 
Middletown 


15  R1CORI)  GROl'P 

Ret  ords  <</  the  Pennsylvania  < General . 1 sseinbly,  1776-1  9 7-1 1 RG7 ). 

Si-jitenmul  < t /isics  Returns.  1779  1863  I bis  is  a vital  source  for  social 
bisti >i  i(  al  i esearch  on  blac  ks  ( see  Section  I . C . 1 ).  I'he  State  Archives  hold- 
ings loi  the  ( on n ties  in  the  periods  between  1807  and  1 8615  are  as  follows: 


18-12 


( lltestei , 1 807 . 1811 
( !i ikintbia . 1821 

( lumber land.  1828,  1 8 5 r> . 18-12.  18-19 
I hiuphin  , 1 807 

lianklin  1807.  181-1,  1821.  1828, 

18  5-,.  18-12 

( 1- 1-1)1-  R A I Cl  \sl  SRI-  IbRNSFOR  1>1-  \ NS  VI.  VANIA,  1800-1900 

(Mn  rofi luted ) 


I luntingdon,  1 82 1 
Mifflin.  1821 
Montgomery . 1807. 
Philadelphia , 1 8615 
Wyoming,  1 8-19 
York,  1807 


1 In-  i eiisus  returns  before  i860  contain  information  on  the  head  of  house- 
hold and  age  and  sex  oi  others  m the  houshold.  However,  beginning  with 
1 Sal)  i In-  i rnsus  ret  u i ns  a re  invaluable  1 oi  insights  into  the  status  of  blacks 


lit  I be  sot  to 

economic 

order  of  Pennsylvania . 
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63 
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66 

« 

I ' u tunateh. 

name  in< 

[exes  have  been  prex 

luce 

d by  computer-assisted  proj- 

e(is  on  the  Pennsylvania  census  returns  for  1800,  1810,  1820,  1830,  1840 
and  I s Ml  I bus  genealogical  searches  are  greatly  enhanced. 


III.  THE  CIVIL  WAR  PERIOD 

Blacks  volunteered  to  serve  in  the  Union  ranks  at  the  outset  of  the  con- 
flict. However,  they  were  not  admitted  until  the  war  was  about  at  its  mid- 
point. About  eighty-six  hundred  black  Pennsylvanians  served  as  Union 
Soldiers.  The  State  Archives  has  manuscripts  and  record  group  material 
that  illuminate  the  black  presence  during  this  period. 


Slave  ship  scene  Mozambique  Channel,  Africa,  and  slave  auction.  These 
were  apparently  published  in  national  magazines  during  the  slavery  pe- 
riod. Warren  J.  Harder  Collection  (MG214),  PSA. 
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A MAM  SCRIP  I GROUPS 

1 I haddeu  \ .S  trims  ( ollectwn,  1833  1865  (MG120).  Letters  pertain  to 
Stevens'  personal  and  business  affairs. 

2 Pennsylvania  (’<dlrrtn>n  (Miscellaneous),  1626  1970  (MGS).  Letter  of 
John  Broun,  M's 7.  regarding  the  legal  affairs  of  Mr.  Perkins,  a business 
partner;  and  le  tter  of  John  M Brootnal,  11366,  giving  his  views  on  black 
equality  and  post  Civil  War  Southern  conditions. 

3 Military  Manuscripts  Collection,  1758-1931  (MG7). 

I best-  are  miscellaneous  private  papers.  A sample  of  useful  items  in  this 
collection  is: 

Record  Book  of  Captain  John  II  Stewart,  12th  Regiment,  Co  C , 
1861  IS 69  Kntries  ( pejorative)  on  black  workers  in  1861  and  1862. 

Cam J>  Curtin  \Harnsburg,  Pennsylvania,]  Ledger,  1863  1861  Hasan 
entrv  for  contrabands  on  August  20,  26  and  September  3 , 1864. 

1 Iliram  C llleman  Collection,  1850  1926  (MG15).  Alleman  was  an 
officer  of  the  127th  and  36th  Pennsylvania  regiments,  as  well  as  a repre- 
sentative m the  State  House  In  his  correspondence  there  is  a memorial  by 
the  Colored  Profiles  Ln/on  League  of  Philadelphia,  1866.  Phis  statement 
protests  the  exclusion  of  blac  ks,  particularly  those  who  served  in  the  Civil 
Wai , from  public  passenger  c ars. 

:”>  IC/rnvj  / Harder  Collection,  1911  1968  (MG214).  Harder  was  a 
Harrisburg  area  newspaperman  and  photographer  (d.  1968).  Among 
items  arc  negatives  of  prints  which  depic  t scenes  during  t he  Civil  War 

(lists  Scenes  include  Slave  Auction  Room. Contraband’  (Blacks) 

Coming  North  for  Protection  of  Union  Lines  [employed  stereotypical 
images  of  blacks  , 'Capture  of  Slave  Ship  bv  British  War  Vessels,  1860, 
Sunns  North.’  702  Negroes  Aboard,  and  "Congress  Passes  Resolution  to 
.Abolish  Slavery  (See  photographs,  pages  15  and  16.) 

B RKCORI)  GROUP 

R e i ad  of  t hi  Dejmrtment  of  Military  Affairs,  1 791  795£?(RG19). 

Records  of  the  Office  of  tin  Adjutant  General,  1793  1948.  I his  sub 
gmup  contains  a sizable  volume  of  material  relevant  to  the  Civil  War, 
tin  biding  Muster  and  Descriptive  Rolls,  Department  of  Men  and  Substi- 
tutes I hose  rec  ords  span  the  entire  conflict  and  include  information  on 
hundreds  of  draftees  and  enlistees  throughout  the  State.  The 
infot  mation  thev  provide  on  black  soldiers  includes  name,  rank,  place  of 
birth  age,  occupation,  when  drafted,  place  of  enrollment  district, 
period  of  service,  physical  traits,  date  commencement  of  services  and 
notes  Preliminary  review  of  this  information  reveals  that  blacks  born  in 
the  South  a well  ax  m Pennsylvania  were  coming  into  the  Union  ranks. 


IV.  Reconstruction  \nd  the 
late  Nineteenth  Cf  ntury 

During  the  latter  years  of  the  nineteenth  century,  black  migration  to 
urban  Pennsylvania  increased.  Some  general  causes  underlying  this  influx 
were  the  disintegration  of  the  Southern  slave  ;conomy,  the  subsequent 
overthrow  of  Radical  Reconstruction  and  the  c mstriction  of  black  socio- 
economic and  political  mobility  in  the  South  by  the  white  population. 
However,  large  numbers  of  blacks  who  migrated  to  Pennsylvania  around 
this  time  remained  in  the  lowest,  most  unstablf  labor  sector.  Among  the 
best  sources  in  the  State  Archives  for  insights  in  :o  the  social  conditions  of 
blacks  during  the  latter  nineteenth  century  are  prison  and  social  welfare 
institution  records,  marriage  records,  federal  census  returns  and  photo- 
graphs. 

A.  MANUSCRIPT  GROUPS 

1.  Allegheny  County  Workhouse  [and  Inebriate  Asylum]  Records,  1866- 
1970  (MG197).  This  penal  institution  was  established  in  1866  and  con- 
tinually maintained  a sizable  black  prison  pcpulation.  The  materials 
below  are  useful  in  revealing  the  social  backgrou  ids  and  behavior  of  black 
inmates,  as  well  as  racial  inequities  at  this  penal  institution. 

Register  to  Include  All  Prisoners  Who  He  ve  Been  Tried  and  Sen- 
tenced to  Hard  Labor,  or  Otherwise,  1869-1  '00.  Several  volumes  give 
detailed  information  on  black  inmates.  The  registers  call  for  the  follow- 
ing entries:  name,  when  received  and  age,  color,  sex,  nativity,  com- 
plexion, color  of  hair  and  eyes,  height,  weight,  parental  relation  (i.e. 
both  parents  living,  father  died  before  sixteen),  school  (i.e.  attended 
public  or  private  school,  age  on  leaving  school,  sabbath  breaker),  educa- 
tion (e.g.  illiterate,  semi-illiterate,  well-educated),  industrial  relations 


Allegheny  County  Workhouse,  1899  (MG197),  PSA 
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(it-  unapprentic  ed . apprenticed  and  absconded,  completed 
apprenticeship,  unapprenticed  but  with  lour  or  more  years  service  at  a 
trade),  occupation  before  convictions,  habits  (i.e.  abstinent,  occasional- 
l\  intemperate  intemperate),  marital  status  and  number  of  children, 
militat  e seta  ice,  crime  01  offense,  date  and  terms  of  sentence,  place 
tried,  previous  convictions,  religious  instruction,  physical  and  mental 
health  on  reception,  when  and  how  discharged,  time  served,  occupation 
in  prison  and  i erriarks. 

Discharge  uritl  Desenfitn-i  Duckets.  IS? 3 1899  In  addition  to  some 
similai  information  as  found  in  the  registers,  these  ten  dockets  list  the 
numbei  of  times  punished,  educ  ation  received  in  prison,  amount  earned 
m ovei  wot  k dut  mg  impi  isonment,  intended  residences  and  remarks. 

Also  m i his  manuscript  group  are  the  Workhouse  minute  books,  conduct 
books,  escaped  prisoners  records,  hospital  records,  punishment  books  and 
visitor  records.  (See  photogra phs. ) 

2 Warren  / Harder  ( ollccltuii.  19-tl  I 9fi<V  ( MG2 1 1 ) (see  section  III,  A. 
a)  Includes  ten  lantein  slides  entitled  Southern  Scenes."  Ihese  photo- 
giaphs  were  appaientlv  taken  around  the  turn  of  the  century  in  the  deep 
South.  (See  photogt  aph . opposite  page. ) 

B R I CORD  CROC  PS 

1 R i ■( unis  <i/  t he  I )c fxirt meat  of  Rubin  Welfare.  ISSI  /967(RG23). 

Re<  ords  a/  the  Board  n / Rii/dli  Charities,  1882  l 921 

Instil utnni  I’ofm/at/on  lit  < mils.  ISS2-1909.  Records  of  admissions, 
disc  barges  and  deaths  of  patients  or  inmates  of  institution  for  the  men- 
t a 1 1 \ ill  oi  indigent.  Ihese  records  give  profiles  of  the  patients,  with 
blacks  u.suallv  denoted  with  cold  ' next  to  the  name.  Family  informa- 
tion. occupation,  and  phvsical  and  mental  condition  are  often  found. 

I best-  materials  f teejuentiv  me  lude  detailed  desc  riptions  of  the  patient’s 
psvchological  state  upon  commitment  to  the  particular  institution. 

I bus  t hev  t ,m  off  et  rare  insights  into  the  nature  of  black  alienation  and 
powet  lessness  in  ui  ban  areas  of  Pennsylvania  at  the  turn  of  the  century. 

I I old  mgs  lot  i nst  it  ut  ions  that  fall  between  the  period  of  1884  and  1900 
air,  lot  example,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Lunatic  Hospital,  Harrisburg; 
Philadelphia  Hospital  Department  of  the  Insane;  and  the  Pittsburgh 
( alv  I lomr  and  1 lospital . 

2 Ret -inis  of  llu  Defnirtnient  of  Internal  Affairs,  1859- 1 969  ( RG14). 

Bureau  of  Vital  Statistics.  Record  of  Marriages,  1855-1891  Informa- 
tion is  c ompiled  by  county.  Race  of  parties  is  indicated. 

C ELDER  A I ( I \S(S  RI-  I CRN'S  FOR  PENNSYLVANIA,  1870,  1880, 

1 890.  1 900  ( Microfilmed ). 

The  Archives  has  the  census  returns  for  all  sixty-six  counties  for  1870 
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(Lackawanna  County  was  not  established  until  1878)  and  all  sixty-seven 
counties  for  1880.  Also,  the  special  1890  enumerations  for  all  the  Pennsyl 
vania  counties  are  among  these  microfdms.  This  census  information  for 
1890  was  collected  from  veterans  of  the  Union  Army  and  widows  of  these 
veterans.  These  returns  are  an  invaluable  source  for  investigating  the 
socio-economic  status  of  blacks  throughout  the  State.  In  addition,  they  are 
a vital  source  for  genealogy  searches.  This  is  especially  true  of  the  1880 
returns  since  they  give  the  family  relationship  of  each  individual  to  the 
head  of  the  family  in  addition  to  the  American  or  foreign  birthplace  of  the 
parents. 


Photograph  from  "Southern  Scenes”  (ca.  1900),  Warren  J.  Harder  Col- 
lection (MG214),  PSA. 


Mack  life  under  tin  Southern  sharecropping  system  (ca  1910),  Warren 
f.  Harder  Collection  f.\U ’,21 -f),  PSA 


Evidence  of  race  relat.ons  in  Pennsylvania  during  the  early  twentieth 
century  Phis  was  captioned  by  the  photographer,  'Part  of  the  South  Har- 
risburg Amusement  A sse  nation  that  flourished  about  1915,  performing 
open  air  minstrel  shows,  etc  Warren  J.  Harder  (collection  (MG214), 
PSA 
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V.  the  Early  Twentieth  century 
AND  WORLD  WAR  I 

The  economic  and  political  progress  of  black  Pennsylvanians  was  slow  in 
the  early  decades  of  the  twentieth  century.  In  some  urban  centers  like 
Philadelphia  and  Chester,  blacks  were  victims  of  violent  race  riots.  The 
social  relationships  of  many  whites  with  blacks  were  usually  paternalistic. 
Some  black  Pennsylvanians  were,  however,  able  to  maintain  black  social 
institutions  such  as  hospitals  and  charitable  homes,  agitate  for  political 
gains,  and  make  outstanding  professional  achievements.  Also,  during 
World  War  I many  enthusiastic  blacks  in  Pennsylvania  enlisted  and  others 
were  drafted.  They  were,  however,  inducted  into  a military  structure  that 
was  strictly  segregated. 

Manuscript  materials,  including  governors’  papers,  and  record  group 
items,  including  military  records,  are  helpful  resources  for  historians  of 
this  period. 

A.  MANUSCRIPT  GROUPS 

1.  Governors'  Papers.  It  is  not  by  any  means  possible  here  to  list  all 
materials  in  a particular  governor's  collection  that  are  directly  or  indirectly 
pertinent  to  the  black  condition.  This  requires  wide-spanning,  specialized 
research  of  the  papers  of  each  governor.  We  provide  here  just  a sampling 
of  such  materials. 

a.  William  A . Stone  Papers,  1898-1903  (MG181 ).  Stone  was  governor 
of  Pennsylvania  from  1899-1903.  Included  in  his  legislative  file  are  lists 
of  appropriations  to  such  State-aided  institutions  as  the  Frederick 
Douglass  Memorial  Hospital  and  Nursing  School,  a black  institution 
founded  in  1895  in  Philadelphia;  the  Aged  and  Infirm  Colored 
Women’s  Home  in  Pittsburgh;  and  the  Home  for  Colored  Children  in 
Allegheny  City.  Similar  information  is  found  in  the  Board  of  Public 
Charities  Preliminary  Report,  1900. 

b.  Samuel  W Pennypacker  Papers,  1703-1916  (MG171).  Penny- 
packer  held  the  governship  from  1903-1907.  Executive  correspondence 
contains  two  letters  from  a black  attorney,  John  G.  Jones,  from  Chicago, 
dated  May  9,  1905,  and  July  14,  1905.  These  letters  concern  the 
Frederick  Douglass  Memorial  Exposition  of  North  America.  This  was  a 
public  exhibit  to  be  opened  in  Washington,  D.C.,  in  May  of  1906.  The 
exposition  had  been  created  by  a national  board  of  black  commis- 
sioners. Pennypacker  was  requested  by  Jones,  the  president  of  the 
organization,  to  appoint  a black  Pennsylvanian.  These  two  letters  list 
the  officials  of  the  organization,  the  black  commissioners  of  twelve 
states,  and  the  appointing  governor  of  these  states. 
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A lining  uilii'i  televant  materials  in  Pennypacker’s  papers  are  three 
nffiei.tl  let  t ( ■ i s Innn  the  Pennsylvania  Afro-American  Republican 
League:  Frank  1,  Jefferson  to  Pennvpacker , Steelton.  August  13,  1903; 
Jeflerson  ami  Robert  J Nelson  to  Pennvpacker,  Steelton,  [?],  1903; 
Jefferson  and  Nelson  to  Pennvpat  ker,  Reading,  June  17,  1905.  This 
organization  had  been  founded  in  1895.  F.ach  letterhead  lists  the 
league  s of  f icers  and  counties  represented. 

2 Pennsyhania  Writers  ( 'nl/i  i t/mi.  1899-1970  (MG9).  Inc  luded  here  is 
til  c Harry  I Burleigh  Collection.  /.  S’95  / 92  5 Burleigh  (b.  1866,  d.  1949) 
was  one  of  tin-  nation's  foremost  c lassical  singers  and  composers  through 
the  mid  twentieth  century  Born  in  Laic  in  1866,  he  was  the  grandchild  of 
a blind  man  from  Maryland  who  was  an  ex-slave.  Burleigh’s  father  passed 
away  while  he  was  still  a growing  child  and  he  grew  up  in  poverty.  His 
perseverance  and  musical  talent  were  in  large  part  the  products  of  his 
childhood  companionship  with  his  blind  grandfather.  By  the  end  of  his 
life,  he  had  composed  and  arranged  over  250  songs,  spoke  five  languages, 
and  had  attained  international  prominence. 

1 he  But  leigh  ( Collection  features  various  photographs  and  thirteen  com- 
positions.  including  "Deep  River"  (1917  original).  “By  and  By”  (1917), 
Balm  in  Gilead"  (1919),  "Go  Down  Moses"  (1917)  and  "Hard  Trials” 
(1919). 

3 l than  St  tidies  Collections,  178' ) 1 9/S  ( MG2 1 5 ). 

Sh  rll n n Press  (n  black  newspaper ) . 1900  1912. 

B RF.CORI)  GROUPS 

1 Records  of  t hi  Defmrt merit  of  Internal  .1  ffair.s,  1859  1 969  ( RG14). 

Register  of  Priii  tinners  of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  1881  1909.  Volume 
c o\ ei  mg  all  Pennsylvania  c utilities,  provides  the  doctor's  name,  date  and 
county  of  legist  t at  ton , sex,  color,  place  of  birth,  residence,  medical  de- 
grees (institutions  and  dates),  other  degrees,  places  of  continuous 
pi  ac  t ic  e in  Pennsylvania  sine  e 1871,  and  removal  or  death. 

2 Ret  unis  nf  the  Defmrt ment  of  Military  A f fairs , 1 791  1 950  (RG\9). 

Draft  limiril  Reg/st ration  and  Induction,  1917  1918  These  files,  84 
cubic  feet,  c out, tin  the  name,  address  and  race  of  the  draftee.  They  are 
mostly  at  ranged  In  city  ( and  sometimes  by  ward)  and  county. 

Serin  i per  iods  and  Bonus  .1  pplications,  1917  1948  Service  records 
give  the  name,  race,  address,  unit,  transfer,  dates  of  service,  wounds 
received  and  othet  information  on  the  soldier.  Bonus  applications, 
totaling  430  cubic  feet,  include  name,  race,  address,  as  well  as  dates  of 
induction,  service  and  discharge. 


VI.  the  twenties  and  new  deal  Decades 


Large  numbers  of  black  migrants  from  the  Southern  states  continued  to 
move  into  urban  Pennsylvania  during  the  decades  of  the  1920’s  and  1930’s. 
Industry,  State  government,  municipal  institutions  and  social  welfare  or- 
ganizations all  were  galvanized,  if  reluctantly,  into  addressing  black  com- 
munity needs.  However,  discrimination  was  prevasive  in  such  efforts.  The 
Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  (and  YWCA),  for  instance,  conducted 
separate  programming  and  centers  for  black  communities,  while  many 
State-owned  and  State-aided  welfare  institutions  were  maintained  on 
racially  separate  lines.  Also,  racial  antagonism  was  evident  in  many  towns 
and  cities  where  black  settlement  was  increasing.  Nonetheless,  several 
black  self-help  organizations  and  groups  on  interracial  cooperation 
emerged  throughout  the  State.  The  State  Archives  holds  manuscript 
groups  and  record  groups  that  pertain  to  these  developments. 

One  outgrowth  of  the  national  reform  legislation  of  the  New  Deal  was 
the  Works  Progress  Administration  (1935).  In  1939  this  program  became 
known  as  the  Works  Project  Administration.  This  program  had  a wide- 
spread impact  on  poor  and  working-class  black  and  white  Americans.  Not 
only  did  the  WPA  provide  for  the  employment  of  a large  number  of  un- 
skilled laborers,  but  it  also  generated  popular  art  and  social  survey 
projects.  The  State  Archives  holds  the  records  of  the  WPA  Pennsylvania 
Historical  Survey.  Part  of  the  work  of  this  project  was  an  Ethnic  Survey 
conducted  between  1938  and  1941.  Within  the  latter  survey  large  histori- 
cal and  social  investigations  of  both  the  Pittsburgh  and  Philadelphia  black 
communities  were  conducted.  Most  of  the  results  of  the  Pittsburgh  and 
Philadelphia  projects  are  preserved  in  the  State  Archives. 


A.  MANUSCRIPT  GROUPS 

1 . Governors  Papers 

a.  John  S.  Fisher  Papers,  1886-1940  (MG159).  A leading  Republican 
politician,  Fisher  served  for  several  years  in  the  Pennsylvania  Senate, 
and  was  governor  from  1927-1931 

Executive  Correspondence,  1997-1931.  Includes,  among  other  items, 
letters  pertaining  to  Maude  B.  Coleman.  Mrs.  Coleman  was  a field  rep- 
resentative and  interracial  consultant  for  the  Department  of  Welfare. 
She  was  one  of  the  most  popular  and  influential  black  professional  wom- 
en in  the  State  at  this  time.  The  following  letters  were  from  leading 
blacks  and  interracial  organization  members  in  support  of  her  reap- 
pointment by  Governor  Fisher. 
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The  must  a bi'ti >us  example  of  racial  antagonism  occurtng  during  the 
192tl\  was  tin  resurgence  of  the  Ku  K/ux  Klan  in  the  urban  North  This 
fib"/"  r.  n/  a l\  l\  A parade.  Ilarmburg.  192  5.  Warren  J.  Harder  Collec- 
tion I.\ir,2l  l).  PSA 

I homasj,  Anderson,  principal,  James  A.  Adams  School,  Coatesville, 
January  1 . 1 927 . 

Ida  S Gravson.  president,  Emergency  Girls  Club  of  York,  Pennsylva- 
nia, State  federation  of  Negro  Women’s  Clubs,  York  [ca.  January  1, 
1927,  Letterhead  also  includes  the  federation  officers  and  locations 
throughout  the  State. 

Mrs  Pearl  Foster,  president,  Housekeepers  Federation  Club  of 
Canonsburg.  January  2,  1927.  Letter  also  lists  names  of  other  organiza- 
tion officers 

Rev  C F Jenkins,  Second  Baptist  Church,  Harrisburg,  January  3, 
1927. 


The  Twenties  and  New  Deal  Decades 


25 


-Mrs.  Callie  L.  Wallace,  president,  Semper  Fidelis  Club,  McKeesport, 
January  12, 1927. 

There  is  also  a letter  from  Mrs.  Coleman  to  Governor  Fisher  dated  May 
9,  1929,  Harrisburg,  regarding  the  Twenty-Sixth  Annual  Convention  of 
the  Pennsylvania  State  Federation  of  Negro  Women  s Clubs  on  July  30, 
1929. 

Reports,  1925-1931 . Reports  relate  to  such  black  institutions  as  Chey- 
ney  State  Teachers  College  and  the  Shelter  for  Colored  Orphans. 

2.  State  YMCA  of  Pennsylvania  Records,  1869-1969  (MG204).  By  the  late 
1910’s  separate  “colored”  branches  of  the  YMCA  had  emerged  in  three 
Pennsylvania  cities— Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh  and  Sewickley.  There  were 
five  black  branches  by  1925,  with  Germantown  and  Harrisburg  new  addi- 
tions. By  the  late  1930’s  Wilkes-Barre  also  had  a black  YMCA.  In  addition 
to  these  separate  black  branches,  the  YMCA  apparently  carried  out  other 
recreation  and  welfare-related  programs  in  black  neighborhoods.  A 
sample  of  materials  which  yield  information  on  these  subjects  is  given 
below.  (See  photos,  following  page.) 

YMCA  [National]  Year  Books  and  Official  Rosters,  1902-1960.  These 
volumes  give  basic  information  on  the  size  of  membership,  property,  ac- 
tivities and  financing  of  “Colored  Men’s  Associations”  by  state,  city  and 
educational  institution.  Before  World  War  II  black  branches  were  de- 
noted with  “col.”  Also  the  names  of  the  top  officers  of  each  association 
are  frequently  given. 

Pennsylvania  State  YMCA,  Special  Committees  Meetings,  1926-1930, 
Minutes.  Featured  are  the  Minutes  (i.e.  report)  of  the  State  Committee 
for  Colored  Work,  1927  and  1928;  and  the  Report  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Employed  Officers  Conference,  1928. 

Pennsylvania  State  Centennial  Committee  of  the  State  YMCA,  Scrap- 
book- Being  a Collection  of  Materials  Produced  by  YMCA ’s  of  Pennsyl- 
vania During  the  Centennial  - 1944,  Harrisburg,  Pa.  [1944].  Includes  a 
program  of  the  Christian  Street  YMCA  of  Philadelphia.  This  was  a 
black  association.  It  is  rich  with  photographs  and  lists  of  supporting 
black  Philadelphians. 

Pennsylvania  Hi-Y  News,  1937-1947.  Some  issues  in  the  post-World 
War  II  years  have  occasional  references  to  notable  blacks  connected 
with  the  YMCA. 

3.  Philadelphia  Commercial  Museum  Photographic  Collection,  ca  1840- 
1954.  (MG219).  Photographs  of  workers  in  the  major  industries  are  in- 
cluded, some  of  whom  are  black. 
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Scenes  from  Christian  Street  Branch  YMCA,  Philadelphia,  ca  1944, 
ram  Centennial  Brochure,  1884-1944,  YMCA  Collection  (MG204) 
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4.  Warren J.  Harder  Collection,  1941-1968  (MG214).  This  collection  con- 
tains a number  of  photographs  on  Harrisburg’s  black  community  and  city 
life  in  general  throughout  the  twentieth  century.  (See  Section  III,  A,  5) 

B.  RECORD  GROUPS 

1.  Records  of  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare,  1882-1967  (RG23). 

Reports  on  County  Poor  Relief,  1932-1939.  Certain  of  these  records, 
covering  forty  counties,  refer  to  black  inmate  populations  or  individual 
black  inmates.  For  example,  some  black  inmates  are  recorded  in  the 
census  of  the  following: 

Reports  on  Berks  County  Poor  Relief , 1932-1938 

Bloom  Almshouse  (Poorhouse),  Cambria  County,  1933-1937 

Lehigh  County  Almshouse,  1933 

Descriptions  of  the  administration  and  conditions  of  these  institutions 
can  be  gleaned  from  Reports  on  County  Homes,  1 91 7-1935. 

2.  Records  of  the  WPA  Pennsylvania  Historical  Survey,  1933-1942 
(RG41). 

a.  American  Guide  Series  (Ethnic  Survey),  1938-1941 . The  WPA  his- 
torical investigations  of  blacks  of  Philadelphia  and  Pittsburgh  covered 
all  periods  from  slavery  through  the  current  scene.  Most  of  the  authors 
were  apparently  local  black  journalists,  writers  or  others  involved  in  so- 
cial welfare  work.  Items  (also  on  microfilm)  are  typed,  double-spaced 
and  are  either  in  pre-final  or  final  form.  Field  notes  are  sometimes  in- 
cluded. Below  are  examples  of  the  subject  outlines  of  materials  in  this 
subgroup: 

The  Negro  in  Pittsburgh,  1 939-1941 
“Plantation  Shadow.”  Describes  the  Southern  experience  of  blacks 
and  areas  of  black  concentration  in  Pittsburgh.  (22  pages) 

“The  Negro  on  the  Frontier  (1750-1816).”  Concerns  the  earliest  black 
arrivals  to  the  Pittsburgh  area  with  military  expeditions,  as  well  as 
slaves,  free  Negroes  and  early  settlers.  (30  pages) 

“The  Early  Negro  Community  (1815-1861).”  Concerns  the  growth  of 
black  sectors  and  leadership  in  Pittsburgh  during  1804  to  1860.  (68 
pages) 

“Abolition  Years  (1820-1861).”  Discusses  the  growth  and  impact  of 
the  various  abolitionist  movements.  (82  pages) 

“Civil  Rights  (1780-1940).”  Traces  the  political  struggle  of  blacks 
from  slavery  to  full  citizenship.  (80  pages) 
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I he  Negro  Wage  Worker  (1807  1940).  Investigates  blacks  indus- 
trial workers  in  Pittsburgh  and  nationally.  (37  pages) 

I he  Church.  School  and  Press.  Describes  these  institutions  of  blacks 
in  the  city.  (27  pages) 

1 he  I.ater  Community  ( 1 863 - 1 940). " (13  pages) 

“Folkways  ( 1860  1 940)  Discusses  the  distinctive  lifestyles,  folk  cus- 
toms and  leisure  activities  of  Pittsburgh’s  black  communities.  (64  pages) 
"Arts  and  Culture  (1830  1940).  Concerns  literature,  theater,  music 
and  art  of  the  city  s black  residents.  (84  pages) 

I he  People  Speak.  Personal  narratives  of  Pittsburgh  blacks  on  their 
lives  and  communities.  (50  pages) 

“Appendix.'  Includes  poetry.  (20  pages) 

“Bibliography  on  the  Negro  in  Pittsburgh."  (12  pages) 

Field  Notes.  Miscellaneous  transcriptions  and  data  relating  to  blacks 
in  Pittsburgh  and  in  general.  ( 1 28  pages) 

Pittsburgh  Newspaper  Articles,  1841-1941.  Transcriptions  of  impor- 
tant articles  on  blacks  of  Pittsburgh  from  such  papers  as  the  Pittsburgh 
Commercial.  Leader,  Gazette,  Press,  Daily  Post,  and  Gazette  Times 

The  Negro  in  Philadelphia,  1938-1939,  1941 
An  Early  Picture  of  the  Negro  in  Philadelphia 
1 he  Abolition  of  Slavery  in  the  City.  Discusses  the  abolition  societies 
and  the  underground  railroad.  (1  1 pages) 

'Military  and  Naval  Service.  Covers  black  participation  in  the  War 
of  1812,  the  Civil  War  and  the  Spanish- American  War.  (5  pages) 

"Financial  Advancement."  Dwells  on  eighteenth-century  black 
tradesman.  (3  pages) 

The  Fight  for  Civil  and  Political  [Rights]."  Covers  the  struggle 
against  colonization,  exclusion  from  public  street  cars,  and  suffrage  in- 
fringements. ( 1 3 pages) 

"Occupational  Pursuits  Business,  Inventions.”  Details  the  emergence 
of  black -owned  shops,  hairdressers,  and  vendors  from  the  late  1700’s 
through  the  twentieth  century.  (6  pages) 

"Religious  Orowth.  Ihe  black  churches  of  Philadelphia  in  the 
eighteenth  and  nineteenth  centuries  are  discussed.  (6  pages) 

Economic  Development  “Businesses."  Discusses  traditional  black 
businesses  such  as  catering,  undertaking  and  shops.  (9  pages) 

"Financial  Institutions.  Covers  black  insurance  organizations  and 
banks  of  Philadelphia.  (6  pages) 

"Occupations  and  Industrial  Handicaps.”  Describes  Philadelphia 
black  labor  in  the  nineteenth  and  twentieth  centuries,  particularly  in  the 
industrial  sector.  ( 1 9 pages) 
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Cultural  Development.  “Literature,  Writers  of  the  Eighteenth  and 
Nineteenth  Centuries."  Among  the  prominent  black  Philadelphians 
mentioned  are  James  Porter,  Sr.,  William  T.  Catto,  William  Douglass 
and  Benjamin  Tucker  Tanner.  (17  pages) 

“Literature,  Twentieth-Century  Writers.”  Includes  Alaine  L.  Locke, 
Jessie  R.  Fauset,  Henry  Bozeman  Jones,  and  Alice  Dunbar  Nelson.  (15 
pages) 

"Theatricals."  Mentions  black  church-sponsored  theater  in  Philadel- 
phia from  1901  to  1907.  (1  page,  incomplete) 

Recreation  and  Athletic  Development.  “Recreation  and  Amuse- 
ments." Describes  black  recreation  centers,  YMCA‘s  and  YWCA’s.  (16 
pages) 

"Sports.”  Details  the  rich  sports  life  of  Philadelphia  black  communi- 
ties in  the  early  twentieth  century.  Includes  early  black  baseball  clubs, 
basketball  leagues,  track  and  boxing  achievements,  and  the  annual  Lin- 
coln-Howard  Thanksgiving  football  game  — the  black  community’s 
equivalent  to  the  Harvard-Yale  showdown.  (31  pages) 

Social  Developments.  "Housing."  Covers  the  problems  of  discrimina- 
tion and  scarcity  in  the  city’s  housing  sphere  through  the  1930’s.  (18 
pages) 

b.  Records  of  the  WPA  - Church  Archives  Inventory,  1939-1941 . 
This  is  a most  resourceful  collection  on  churches  throughout  the  Com- 
monwealth. Since  black  churches  were  also  included  in  the  survey  (they 
were  designated  "Negro”  churches  within  the  specific  denominations), 
many  details  on  the  evolution  and  condition  of  dozens  of  these  churches 
are  available.  The  survey  was  carried  out  on  a county  by  county  basis 
and  a four-page  questionnaire  was  uniformly  employed. 

The  types  of  information  these  survey  materials  yield  on  specific  black 
churches  are  as  follows:  official  name,  name  by  which  church  was 
known  in  the  community,  address,  date  the  congregation  began,  date 
of  official  organization,  the  founder  or  mother-church  body,  changes  in 
the  name  of  the  church,  type  of  origin  (i.e.  mission  or  Sunday  school), 
address  and  dates  of  previous  meeting  places,  previous  church  properties 
purchased  and  sold,  year  of  construction  and  dedication  of  current  edi- 
fice, architectural  characteristics,  first  settled  pastor  and  his  secular  oc- 
cupation, current  pastor  and  dates  of  service,  status  of  church  records, 
registers  kept  (baptisms,  confirmations  and  etc.),  and  church  cemetery 
information.  In  addition  to  the  questionnaire  returns,  miscellaneous 
materials  are  sometimes  included.  This  may  be  a picture  of  the  particu 
lar  church,  brochures  or  programs,  or  facts  about  its  community  pro- 
grams. 
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Small  Memorial  A M E.  Zion  Church,  York  (York  County),  ca.  1968, 
from  church  anniversary,  Ethnic  Studies  Collections  (MG21 5),  PSA 


VII.  WORLD  WAR  II  AND  THE  MODERN  ERA 


As  in  other  parts  of  the  nation,  the  mobilization  for  World  War  II 
opened  up  new,  albeit  limited,  opportunities  in  military  service,  employ- 
ment and  social  life  for  minorities.  Black  involvement  in  these  spheres  ex- 
panded during  and  after  the  war.  On  the  one  hand,  this  expansion  exacer- 
bated forms  of  racial  intolerance  that  were  heretofore  dormant.  On  the 
other  hand,  political  protest  groups  and  government  agencies  were  forced 
to  attack  discrimination  with  a new  vigor.  Also  through  the  1940  s,  many 
black  religious  and  self-help  institutions  throughout  the  State  were  reach- 
ing out  into  their  communities  in  attempts  to  alleviate  vexing  social  prob- 
lems. 

By  the  1950’s  and  1960’s  government  was  under  greater  pressure  to  elim- 
inate problems  that  affected  low-income  blacks  and  whites.  Housing,  em- 
ployment, education,  welfare  and  community  development  of  low-income 
communities  were  all  areas  that  increasingly  became  targets  of  federal  and 
state  government  programs. 

The  State  Archives  has  at  least  two  manuscript  groups,  six  record 
groups,  and  a major  oral  history  collection  which  shed  light  on  these  devel- 
opments. 

A.  MANUSCRIPT  GROUPS 

1 . Governors  Papers 

a.  David.  L.  Lawrence  Papers,  1959-1966  (MG191).  Lawrence  was 
the  Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth  from  1935  to  1939,  Democratic 
mayor  of  Pittsburgh  from  1 946-1959,  and  governor  from  1 959  to  1 963. 

National  Association  for  the  Advancement  of  Colored  People  File, 
1959-1962.  This  portion  of  Governor  Lawrence’s  General  File  contains 
dozens  of  items  on  incidents  of  discrimination  and  subsequent  civil 
rights  protests.  Featured  are  items  revealing  Lawrence’s  record  on  civil 
rights  issues,  and  items  relating  to  Pennsylvania  State  NAACP  matters. 
For  instance,  there  are  letters  concerning  protests  against  the  honor 
salute  and  parading  of  the  Confederate  flag  by  Pennsylvania  National 
Guard  and  veterans  units  (Memorial  Day,  1959);  segregation  in  the  cen- 
tennial of  the  Civil  War  national  ceremonies  (1960);  fair  housing  in 
Harrisburg  (1961);  inadequate  youth  programs  in  Chester  (1961);  and 
the  harassment  of  black  Pennsylvanians  by  neighboring  Delaware  state 
police  (1962). 

Two  statements  by  Governor  Lawrence  give  insights  into  his  views 
against  discrimination  and  his  accomplishments  in  the  civil  rights  field: 
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Remarks  of  Governor  David  I.  Lawrence  to  the  Annual  Pennsylvania 
State  ( 'inference,  X.1ACP,  Philadelphia,  Pa. , July  10,  1961 

Remarks  of  Governor  David  I,  Lawrence  to  the  Annual  Pennsylvania 
Stale  Conference , XAAC.P,  Harrisburg,  Pa  , October  26,  1962 

2.  Ethnic  Studies  Collet  turns,  1 789- 1 97 5 ( MG215). 

Church  Anniversary  Histories  Nearly  two  hundred  church  anniver- 
sary publications  have  been  collected  and  placed  in  the  Ethnic  Studies 
Collections  The  c hurches  of  numerous  Pennsylvania  ethnic  and  racial 
groups  are  represented.  Some  black  churches  of  the  Commonwealth 
reach  hack  over  160  years  I hese  anniversaries  offer  valuable  historical 
and  biographical  information,  as  well  as  photographs.  Examples  of  the 
blac  k churc  h anniversary  editions  held  are  as  follows: 

Jerusalem  Baptist  Church,  Duquesne  (Allegheny  County),  "75th  An- 
niversary. 1897-1972." 

Xlt  Ararat  Baptist  Church,  Pittsburgh  (Allegheny  County),  "64th 
Anniversary.  1 906-70." 

St  Paul  I M L Church,  McKeesport  (Allegheny  County),  "107th 
Anniversary. 

Cambria  A M L /ion  Church,  Johnstown  (Cambria  County),  “100th 
A n n i ve  rsa  ry . 1873-1973. 

Shiloh  Baptist  Church,  Johnstown  (Cambria  County),  "Golden  Anni- 
versary, 1917-1967.” 

Second  Baptist  Church,  Philadelphia,  "Centennial,  1869-1969." 

African  Methodist  Episcopal  Zion  Church,  York  (York  County), 
" 1 33rd  Anniversary,  1811  1944." 

Small  Memorial  A ML  Zion  Church,  York  (York  County),  "History 
m t he  Making.  I 1 968] . (See  photograph  on  page  30.) 

B.  RECORD  GROUPS 

It  is  impossible  to  summarize  the  huge  quantity  of  documents,  reports 
and  correspondent  e in  the  public  records  located  at  the  State  Archives  that 
are  pertinent  to  studying  the  modern  status  of  black  Pennsylvanians.  We 
mention  here  a few  Record  Groups: 

1 Records  of  tin  Department  of  State,  1681-1971  (RG26). 

Records  of  the  Administrative  Bureau,  Solicitation  Registration  File, 

1 926-1  961  The  Solicitation  Act  was  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  in 
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1925  to  protect  citizens  from  illicit  charity  drives.  Registration  was  re- 
quired of  fund-raising  groups  that  planned  to  solicit.  The  Department 
of  Welfare  was  empowered  to  issue  or  refuse  such  registration  certifi- 
cates. 

Some  applications  contain  only  basic  information  about  an  organiza- 
tion making  a solicitation  application.  This  would  include,  for  instance, 
the  name  of  the  organization,  its  officers  and  the  name  of  the  proposed 
program.  But  many  other  application  files  are  rich  with  information  on 
the  formation  and  work  of  the  organization,  as  well  as  correspondence 
from  officers,  bureau  officials  or  supporters  of  the  organization’s  pro- 
posal. Among  the  hundreds  of  organization  applications  in  this  group, 
arranged  by  counties,  are  the  following: 

Allegheny:  Bethel  A.M.E.  Church,  1942  (Pittsburgh);  Beulah  Bap- 
tist Church,  1942-1945  (Pittsburgh);  Buena  Vista  Friendship  Home  For 
Indigent  Colored  Masons,  1951-1955  (Pittsburgh);  Brown  Chapel 
A.M.E.  Church,  1942-1943  (Pittsburgh);  Coleman  Industrial  Home  for 
Colored  Boys,  1931-1945  (Pittsburgh);  Ebenezer  Baptist  Church,  1947 
(Pittsburgh);  Inter-Racial  Action  Council,  1945-1949  (Pittsburgh); 
Moore  Athletic  Association,  1947-1948  (Pittsburgh);  National  Associa- 
tion of  Negro  Musicians,  Inc.,  1941  (Pittsburgh);  Pennsylvania  Federa- 
tion of  Negro  Woman’s  Clubs,  1949  (Sewickley);  St.  Mark  A.M.E. 
Church,  1950-1951  (Pittsburgh);  John  Wesley  A.M.E.  Zion  Church, 
1934-1950  (Pittsburgh). 

Chester:  Cheyney  State  Teachers  College  Alumni  Association,  1947; 
Downingtown  Industrial  and  Agricultural  School,  1948;  Tabernacle 
Baptist  Church,  1925-1928  (Coatesville). 

Dauphin:  Church  of  God  in  Christ,  1950  (Harrisburg). 

Philadelphia:  Richard  Allen  Statue  Committee  Fund,  1949;  Bethel 
A.M.E.  Church,  1928;  Committee  for  Racial  and  Religious  Tolerance, 
1939-1941;  Community  Home  for  the  Aged  Colored  People,  1946-1947; 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  1947-1948;  Negro  Veterans  Asso- 
ciation, 1949;  Philadelphia  Metropolitan  Council,  National  Council  of 
Negro  Women,  1949;  YMCA,  Christian  Street  Branch,  1947-1948. 

Washington:  Eva  Mae  Brown  Home  for  Negro  Delinquent  Girls, 
1938-1943  (Canonsburg);  Washington  County  Welfare  League  of  Negro 
Women,  1 940  (Washington). 

York:  Citizens  Committee  to  Open  Municipal  Swimming  Pool  [Re- 
gardless of  Race],  1949  (York). 
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National  officer  of  the  National  Association  of  Negro  Musicians,  Twen- 
ty First  Annual  Contention,  Pittsburgh,  August  24-29,  1941,  from  the 
XA.XM  official  program,  Records  of  Solicitation  File  (RG126) 
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2.  Records  of  the  Department  of  Military  Affairs,  1 791-1950  (RG19). 

Veterans  Compensation,  Bonus  File,  World  War  II  -1942-1945,  ca. 
1950.  Between  1948  and  1951,  the  Commonwealth  granted  bonuses  to 
World  War  II  veterans.  Applications  include  name,  race,  address,  date 
of  induction,  service  and  discharge.  This  holding  totals  3,082  cubic  feet. 

3.  Records  of  the  Department  of  Public  Instruction,  1854-1971  (RG22). 
Located  here  are  materials  on  public  primary,  secondary  and  higher  edu- 
cation throughout  the  State. 

4.  Records  of  the  Department  of  Public  Welfare,  1882-1967  (RG23).  In- 
cluded are  county  and  State  assistance  records. 

5.  Records  of  the  Department  of  Justice,  1814-1970  (RG15).  A considera- 
ble volume  of  material  relates  to  State  penitentiaries  and  reformatories, 
and  the  board  of  pardons. 

6.  Records  of  the  Department  of  Community  Affairs,  1963-1970  (RG34). 
Featured  are  municipal  project  records  for  locations  throughout  the  State. 

C.  ORAL  HISTORY  COLLECTION 

Tapes  in  the  Oral  History  Collection  are  divided  into  twenty  projects  of 
interviewing  carried  out  in  various  cities  in  Pennsylvania  by  the  staff  and 
friends  of  the  PHMC.  The  tapes,  which  depict  black  life  through  inter- 
views with  black  leaders  and  residents,  may  be  found  in  seven  sections  of 
the  collections:  the  West  Chester,  Chester  City,  Chester  County  Library, 
Harrisburg,  Central  Pennsylvania,  Pittsburgh,  and  political  sections. 

Three  of  the  projects  focus  exclusively  on  black  life,  living  conditions, 
and  politics.  These  are  the  Harrisburg,  Chester,  and  West  Chester  proj- 
ects. In  the  Harrisburg  project,  the  thirty  interviews  focus  on  the  lives  of 
black  women  who  migrated  from  the  South  and  live  in  the  Uptown  neigh- 
borhood. Collateral  material  includes  a booklet,  Glimpses  Into  Our  Lives: 
Memories  of  Harrisburg's  Black  Senior  Citizens,  written  at  Harrisburg  Up- 
town Senior  Citizen  Center,  and  two  half-hour  video  tapes.  1'he  thirty 
West  Chester  tapes  focus  mostly  on  the  Depression  and  the  1940's,  and  how 
the  color  line  there  was  broken.  The  Chester  city  project  includes  twenty 
tapes,  which  are  rich  in  material  dealing  with  employee-employer  relation 
ships,  religious  life,  racial  strife,  and  political  corruption.  Some  of  the 
tapes  in  the  latter  collection  are  restricted. 

Three  of  the  collections  which  include  black  history  tapes  are  still  grow- 
ing since  the  projects  continue.  These  are  the  extensive  Pittsburgh  Oral 
History  Project,  the  Chester  County  Library  Oral  History  Project,  and  the 
Central  Pennsylvania  Collection.  Thirty  of  the  280  tapes  in  the  Pittsburgh 
collection  focus  on  black  steelworkers  in  McKeesport,  Homestead  and 
South  Pittsburgh.  Some  of  these  tapes  contain  vivid  descriptions  of  neigh- 
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In >i  hoods  and  religious  and  work  life.  I he  Chester  County  collection  de- 
tails much  on  the  lives  of  rural  and  small  town  blacks  in  Chester  County  in 
the  early  1900  s.  I he  Central  Pennsylvania  Collection,  produced  by  the 
Oral  History  Project  at  Pennsylvania  State  University.  Capitol  Campus, 
features  nine  good  tapes  on  black  life. 

Indexes  of  the  contents,  as  well  as  transcripts,  are  now  available  for 
mans  of  these  tapes  West  Chester.  Chester  County  and  Harrisburg  all 
have  complete  indexes  and  large  amounts  of  transcribed  materials.  The 
Pittsburgh  area  tapes  are  indexed,  with  a smaller  number  of  tapes  trait 
scribed. 

finally,  there  are  three  tapes  of  interviews  with  Andrew  M Bradley,  the 
fit st  black  to  serve  in  a governors  cabinet  in  Pennsylvania.  Bradley  was 
Set  retarv  of  the  Budget  and  biter  head  of  the  Department  of  Property  and 
Supplies  under  Governors  George  M Leader  and  David  L Lawrence, 
serving  from  19r>7  to  196S. 


I’rban  Blight  in  Harrisburg,  1959  Warren  I.  Harder  Collection 
(MG214),  PSA 
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